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I. 


INSTITUTIONAL  MASTER  PLAN 
NOTIFICATION  FORM 

AMENDMENT  TO  BOSTON  COLLEGE  MASTER  PLAN 
Boston  Zoning  Code  Section  51-34.3 


SUMMARY 

A.    Project  Identification 

1.    Project  Name: 

Boston  College  Parking  Garage 


2 .    Address 

Boston  College 

140  Commonwealth  Avenue 

Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02146 


^Jy 


* 


3.    Location: 

Boston  College  Lower  and  Middle  Campus 
Boston  and  Newton,  MA 


Property  Owner: 

Trustees  of  Boston  College. 

Owner's  Representative: 

John  T.  Driscoll,  Vice  President 

for  Administration 
Boston  College 


Architect: 

Architectural  Resources  Cambridge,  Inc. 
140  Mt.  Auburn  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
ATTN:   James  F.  Davies 

Legal  Counsel: 

Rackemann,  Sawyer  &  Brewster,  P.C. 
One  Financial  Center,  29th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02111 
ATTN:   John  J.  Griffin,  Jr.,  Esq. 


8.  Estimated  Commencement  and  Completion  Dates: 
Commencement:   June,  1993 

Completion:    April,  1994 

9.  Approximate  Construction  Cost: 
$10  to  $12  Million 

10.  Status  of  Project  Design: 

Preliminary  design.   See  attached  Preliminary 
Design  Plans. 

B.    Narrative  Project  Description 


In  order  to  increase  the  parking  spaces  available  to 
those  persons  who  drive  to  the  campus,  Boston  College 
proposes  to  construct  an  approximately  248,000  square 
foot,  six-level  (at  the  entrance)  garage  to  accommodate 
approximately  800  vehicles,  depending  on  striping  and 
size  of  spaces. 

The  parking  garage  will  be  located  adjacent  to  the 
O'Neill  Library,  and  will  be  set  into  the  hill  behind 
St.  Mary's  Hall,  facing  Lower  Campus  Road.   There  may 
be  a  slight  relocation  of  Lower  Campus  Road.   The 
Project  will  be  located  in  Boston  on  the  Lower  Campus, 
but  will  also  extend  into  Newton. 

The  Project  will  not  increase  traffic  to  the 
surrounding  neighborhood  and  will  provide  additional 
parking  for  the  University.   The  entrance  and  exits  to 
the  garage  will  be  via  St.  Ignatius  Gate  on  the  Lower 
Campus  Road,  via  the  Edmond's  Hall  entrance  on  St. 
Thomas  More  Drive,  and  possibly  through  the  Main  Gate 
on  Commonwealth  Avenue. 

C.   List  City,  Federal  or  State  agencies  from  which  permits 
or  other  actions  have  been  or  will  be  sought: 

(i)   Local  (Non-Zoning)  Permits  and  Approvals 

Public  Safety  Commission/  Committee  of  Licenses 

Garage  License  (Joint  permit  issued  under  G.L.  C. 
148,  §§13  and  114  and  C.  573  of  the  Acts  of  1913) 
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Inspectional  Services  Department 

Building  Permits 

Utility  Installation  Permits 

Elevator  Certificates 

Excavation  Permit 
(ii)  State  Permits  and  Approvals 
Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 

Massachusetts  Environmental  Policy  Act 
Metropolitan  District  Commission 

Access  permit  [if  required] 

(iii)  Federal  Permits  and  Approvals 

Environmental  Protection  Agency 

National  Pollution  Discharge  Elimination  System 
(NPDES)  Permit  for  construction  dewatering  (if  and 
as  necessary) 

(iv)  City  of  Nevton  Permits  and  Approvals 

As  noted  above,  the  Project  will  be  located  partly  in 
Newton  and  will  therefore  require  the  following  Newton 
permits  and  approvals. 

Planning  Department 

Administrative  Site  Plan  Approval 
Building  Department 

Building  Permit 

Excavation  Permit 
Fire  Department 

Storage  of  inflammables  permit 
Building  Department 


Garage  permit 

D.  List  any  zoning  relief  required  for  this  project 
(including  any  zoning  variance,  exception,  conditional 
use  permit,  interim  planning  permit,  zoning  map  or  text 
change,  or  development  impact  agreement) : 

The  Project  is  located  within  the  Boston  College 
Institutional  Subdistrict,  established  pursuant  to 
Section  51-26  of  the  Zoning  Code.   In  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  Article  51,  Boston  College  filed  a 
"Master  Plan  for  Physical  Facilities  Development,  1991- 
2001"  (the  "Master  Plan") .   The  Master  Plan  was 
approved  by  the  BRA  on  March  12,  1992  and  by  the  Boston 
Zoning  Commission  on  July  8,  1992. 

The  Project  is  described  in  the  approved  Master  Plan. 
The  garage  will  be  located  in  the  area  of  Site  A2  shown 
on  Map  #10  of  the  Master  Plan.   As  originally  planned, 
the  Project  was  to  be  located  entirely  in  Boston  on  the 
Lower  Campus;  the  Project  will  now  be  located  partially 
in  Newton.   See  the  attached  Preliminary  Design  Plans. 

As  an  Institutional  Use,  the  Project  is  an  allowed  use, 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  Article  51  and  the 
design  review  requirements  of  Article  31. 

E.  List  any  governmental  agencies  or  programs  from  which 
financial  assistance  for  this  project  is  being  sought: 

Although  the  financing  vehicle  has  not  been  chosen, 
Boston  College  may  seek  financing  for  the  project 
through  the  Massachusetts  Health  and  Educational 
Facilities  Authority  (HEFA) . 

II.   PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 

A.    Attach  map  showing  location  of  project;  survey  if 

available;  site  plan  and  architectural  rendering  if 
available: 

See  Preliminary  Design  Plans,  attached. 


B.    Dimensions: 

The  proposed  project  will  have  a  gross  floor  area  of 
approximately  248,000  square  feet  and  will  be  comprised 
of  six  levels  (at  the  entrance) . 

The  garage  will  include  parking  for  approximately  800 
vehicles,  depending  on  striping  and  size  of  spaces. 


C.    Uses  -  list  the  current  and  proposed  uses  and  the 
square  footage  for  each  use: 

The  garage  will  be  used  entirely  for  parking. 


III.  ASSESSMENT  OF  DEVELOPMENT  REVIEW  COMPONENTS 

A.    Transportation  Component: 

A  Transportation  Access  Master  Plan  will  be  filed  with 
the  City  of  Boston  Transportation  Department  and  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  subsequently.   The 
Transportation  Master  Plan  Scope  of  Services  is 
attached.   See  also  the  traffic  studies  appended  to  the 
Master  Plan. 

1.  Traffic  Management  Element: 

Will  be  addressed  in  the  Transportation  Access 
Master  Plan. 

2 .  Parking  Management  Element: 

Will  be  addressed  in  the  Transportation  Access 
Master  Plan. 

3.  Construction  Management  Element: 

Measures  will  be  implemented  to  mitigate  the 
effects  of  construction  transportation.   However, 
until  a  construction  schedule  is  established,  it 
is  inappropriate  to  quantify  those  effects  and  to 
suggest  methods  of  mitigation. 


B.    Environmental  Protection  Component: 

1.  Wind: 

The  proponent  has  retained  the  services  of  a 
professional  engineering  firm  who  will  address 
this  question  in  subsequent  report  if  required  and 
if  appropriate. 

2 .  Shadow: 
N/A 

3 .  Solar  Glare: 
N/A 

4.  Air  Quality: 

The  proponent  has  retained  the  services  of  a 
professional  engineering  firm  who  will  address 
this  question  in  subsequent  report  if  required  and 
if  appropriate. 

5.  Water  Quality: 
N/A 

6.  Flood  Hazard  Zones /Wetlands: 

The  Project  will  not  affect  any  wetlands,  nor  be 
located  in  a  flood  hazard  zone. 

7.  Ground  Water: 

The  proponent  has  retained  the  services  of  a 
professional  engineering  firm  who  will  address 
this  question  in  subsequent  report  if  required  and 
if  appropriate. 

8 .  Geotechnical  Impact  Including  Sub  Soil  Conditions: 

The  proponent  has  retained  the  services  of  a 
professional  engineering  firm  who  will  address 
this  question  in  subsequent  report  if  required  and 
if  appropriate. 


Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste; 

This  is  not  expected  to  be  an  issue.   A  site 
assessment  will  be  done. 


10.   Noise: 


The  proponent  has  retained  the  services  of  a 
professional  engineering  firm  who  will  address 
this  question  in  subsequent  report  if  required  and 
if  appropriate. 


11.   Construction  Impact; 

The  proponent  has  retained  the  services  of  a 
professional  engineering  firm  who  will  address 
this  question  in  subsequent  report  if  required  and 
if  appropriate. 


12.   Rodent  Control: 

No  rodent  control  problems  are  anticipated. 

C.    Urban  Design  Component: 

According  to  Article  51-43.1  of  the  Zoning  Code,  the 
proposed  garage  is  a  "Large  Project"  situated  in  the 
Allston-Brighton  Neighborhood  District,  and  the  Design 
Guidelines  set  forth  in  Article  31  would  be  applicable, 
The  Project  will  comply  with  all  applicable  design 
guidelines   set  forth  in  Section  31-8. 

1.  Relationship  to  Subdistrict  Design  Features: 

The  Project  will  comply  with  all  applicable 
subdistrict  design  guidelines. 

2.  Quality  of  the  Pedestrian  Environment: 

The  Project  is  located  within  a  college  campus, 
and  is  not  immediately  adjacent  to  public  streets, 
There  are  thus  no  public  pedestrian  links  to  the 
Project. 


3 .    Consistency  with  Established  Design  Guidelines; 

The  Project  will  comply  with  all  applicable  design 
guidelines. 

D.    Historic  Resources  Component: 


1.    Impacts  on  Objects.  Structures,  Buildings.  Sites 
or  Districts  of  Historic.  Architectural. 
Archaeological  or  Cultural  Distinction: 

There  will  be  no  impact  to  any  object,  structure, 
building  site  or  District  of  historical, 
architectural,  archaeological  or  cultural 
distinction.   The  Boston  College  Main  Campus  is 
located  near  the  Project  site  but  will  not  be 
adversely  impacted. 

E.    Infrastructure  Systems  Component: 


Anticipated  Water  Consumption: 

There  will  be  no  water  service  (other  than  for 
Fire  Department  use)  to  the  garage 


2.  Anticipated  Electrical  Consumption: 
Minimal  -  lights  and  elevators  only 

3 .  Anticipated  Sewerage: 

Storm: 

Any  increase  in  storm  water  flows  is  anticipated 
to  be  minimal. 

Sanitary: 

There  will  be  no  sanitary  facilities  in  the 
garage. 

4.  Anticipated  Energy  Requirements: 

None,  other  than  for  lighting  and  elevators 


IV.   COORDINATION  WITH  OTHER  GOVERNMENTAL  AGENCIES 

A.  Boston  Civic  Design  Commission  Review: 

The  Project  is  a  Large  Scale  Development  Project  under 
Section  28-4  of  the  Zoning  Code  and  is  thus  subject  to 
review  by  the  Boston  Civic  Design  Commission. 

B.  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  Review: 

The  proposed  new  construction  will  not  require  review 
with  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission. 

c.   Massachusetts  Environmental  Policy  Act  Requirements: 

On  December  31,  1992,  Boston  College  submitted  an  ENF 
for  the  Master  Plan.   The  proposed  garage  will  be 
addressed  in  connection  with  MEPA's  review  of  the 
Master  Plan. 

D.  Architectural  Access  Board  Requirements: 

The  Project  is  subject  to  the  Architectural  Access 
Board.   The  Project  is  also  subject  to  the  Barriers 
Free  Access  Requirements  of  Article  30  of  the  Zoning 
Code. 

E.  Mayor's  Office  for  Neighborhood  Services: 

The  proponent  will  work  closely  with  the  Mayor's  Office 
of  Neighborhood  Services  and  with  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  in  providing  information  about 
the  proposed  new  construction  to  concerned  local 
neighborhood  groups. 

Proponents  Certification: 

This  form  has  been  circulated  to  all  agencies  and 
persons  as  required  by  Boston  Zoning  Code,  Article  51. 


Proponent's  Representative 

John  T.  Driscoll 

Vice  President-Administration 

Boston  College 

Haley  House 

314  Hammond  Street 

Chestnut  Hill,  MA   02167 

(617)  552-8878 


'  ^John  J.  jGril 

'  Rackemann,  S^vyer  Sf  Brewster 

One  Financial  Center 

Boston,  MA   02111 

(617)  951-1173 


February  25,  1993 
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VI.   APPENDICES 

A.  Boston  College  Parking  Garage,  Preliminary  Design  Plans 

B.  Transportation  Master  Plan  Scope 
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